Michael Tierney Photo & Background Info

General Information & Notesi

Figure 1: Michael Tierney in Uniform, circa 1904
(Repaired Version)
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This is the only photograph we have of Michael
Tierney, who was born on August 3, 1858 in Ireland
and immigrated to New York City around 1880.

According to the census his wife Anna (Anne)
McDonald Tierney emigrated around the same
year, but their marriage is listed as occurring about
1888, so | assume they arrived independently.

The only story we had about Michael in my family
was that he was a New York City policeman, so
there was much research to do - especially to try
and find where Michael emigrated from in Ireland.

It is unclear why this photo was taken on the roof
of a building, but | have found a few New York
Times articles from that time period mentioning an
Officer Tierney, including two that also mention a
roof. There is no way to conclusively determine if
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the photo is connected to either, but | will include

the articles below.

| found it difficult to try and date the photo myself.
There are many images of NYC police uniforms
online, but very little information relating them to
more than a general time period.

However, an inquiry to the NYC Police Museum

asking about his uniform yielded wonderful results.
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Figure 2: NY Police Museum Uniform Exhibit

Their response:

"I can tell you with certainty that it was taken
sometime after the spring of 1901. In 1901,
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patrolmen began to wear metal precinct number

pins on their left collar, and this is visible on your
great-grandfather’s summer uniform (starting in
1912, they began wearing numbers on both
collars).

Also, by 1908, the hat that he is wearing was no
longer in use as modern requlation-style shorter
hats had replaced these.

My guess, based mainly on intuition and having
seen many photos from this era, is that the picture
was probably taken sometime between 1901 and
1905. But it is possible it is as late as 1907 or 1908."
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Census Records

Due to poorly written versions and transcriptions
of the Tierney surname?, the family was not
particularly easy to find in the 1900 or 1910
censuses’ in Manhattan. When we did find them,
those censuses provided residential addresses for
the family as well as approximate birth years of
Michael (1858), Anne (1861) and children Margaret
(1889), Annie (1891), John (1892), Michael Edward
(1893) and Thomas (1895.)

However, the years and even months in these
censuses are notoriously inaccurate, so primary

1 . .
Future researchers: look for variations such as Dierney,
Fierney, Freeney among others.

’ Note that there are few surviving results for the HUnited
States 1890 censusH.
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sources are needed to confirm them. Father
Michael, John & Thomas dates above have all been
confirmed. Also, in the 1900 census, son Michael is
enumerated as “Edward M” so future researchers
will need to look into both variations of the name.

A more comprehensive write up of the whole
family will be provided later.

Police Records

| sent an inquiry to the New York Police
Department asking about records of Michael
Tierney’s service. There was more than one man
with the same name on the force® in the late 1800s

> Michael W. Tierney, in particular shows up in newspapers
fairly often, since he was a friend of and worked alongside
Police Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt. | know of no
relation at this time.
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and early 1900s, so | provided as much information
as | could using the census addresses, a general
birth year and a possible death date from an online

database.” This also brought wonderful rewards:

they provided his Index Record and Assignment
Card, which contained a terrific amount of
information.

‘ ¢ ¥ #.1.
. Tierney, Michael (ptl-203)> : ik
Eupp 9-6-16596) : : ol £

ret 3-10-1613 e A& A2
(Dec 13-5—1913; | .

24605

Figure 3: New York Police Index Record (Typo in
appointed date.)

* Hwww.italiangen.orgH is a volunteer genealogical group
that has worked on transcribing many NYC records.
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Index Card Transcription

Text

Tierney, Michael
(ptl-203)

(app 9-6-1896)
(ret 3-10-1913)

(Dec 12-5-1913)

8-5-12
24605

Meaning

Patrolman, Shield Number
203

Appointed to the force 06
September 1886. (NYPD
notes typo in year of 1896)
Retired from force on 10
March 1913

Deceased 05 December
1913

Unsure of meaning

Unsure of meaning —
perhaps the number of the
index record in the file
cabinet?
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Figure 4: New York Police Assignment Card
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Assignment Card Transcription

Text

Name
Shield No.
Born
Naturalized

Social
Condition

Former
Occupation

On
Probation

Permanent

Precinct /
Date/ Duty

Note

Meaning

Tierney, Michael
203

8-3-58, Ireland
2-5-85

M (Married)

Hostler (aka Stableman)

Aug 4, 1886 (Starting on police
force)
Sept 6, 1886

25, Patrol (Precinct numbers later
changed: now 19" Pct. 153 East 67"
St.)

Precinct numbers changed 1-1-08
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Precinct/ 33, 3-17-08, Patrol
Date/ Duty

Addresses 234 E. 35" St M and 228 E. 35" St M
(Unsure if M = Married?)

Retired MAR 10 1913 — Notation: Surgeon’s
Certificate, S700 (Annual Pension)

Michael’s NY Police Assignment card turned out to
be a wealth of information in comparison to what
we knew before. In particular, his date of
naturalization and former occupation pointed
directly to one of several possible U.S.
naturalization records. The index record below was
found on Footnote.com, so | immediately ordered

a copy of the original record from the National
Archives at New York City (NARA) hoping to find
where he came from in Ireland.
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: aml e Glven Mame or MNames
: L MICH AEL

Title and Location of
SUPERI0OR CUUKT, NEW‘ QUKK cobnNtYs
Date of Naturalizactioo WlumeorBundleNo. Page No. CopyofRecord No.
FER 35S 1 [B3L> - 74

Lﬁr E 34 2ND ST,
5‘ Birth Date or Age Former Natliona
MRELHAN — SEE STAER S118

Port of Arrival In the Unlted States Dats ol Arrival

R

—
Hames, Addresses and Occupations of Witnessea To Naturalization

1 'LJA F 26 3
] I — WAITEK -
Figure 5: Michael Tierney Naturalization Index
Card

The reverse of this card only lists original
citizenship as subject to “Queen of Great Britain &
Ireland”

A full page version of the original naturalization
document is attached — unfortunately in 1885 they
did not record very much information on the new
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citizen at all: Name, Occupation, Current address.
Knowing that later naturalization applications have
very detailed information, | called NYC NARA to ask
if there was another document | should order, but
their representative informed me that the
document in hand was it. (Although I’'m not
convinced and plan to follow up again.)
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An Unlikely Discovery

Figure 6: The New York Irish Book Cover
To help better understand the context of my Irish
ancestors | have been looking for books to help me
on my way. Shortly after finding the photo of
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Michael in one of our family albums, | visited my
local library. Scanning the shelves | noticed a
collection of essays entitled The New York Irish.

| slipped the hefty book from the shelf, and let it
fall open. Looking down at the randomly found
page 230, | saw a photograph of a group of

policeman in 1887° standing in front of the newly

opened New York City 25th Precinct and recalled
that according Michael Tierney’s Assignment Card
he was assigned to the 25th precinct from 1886
until 1908.

On the far left of the 2nd row of officers in the
photo was one of the few fellows without a
moustache:

> Short link to this photo on Google Books:
http://bit.ly/eFQEc3
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The opening of a new police station at 153 East 67th Street was the occasion for a formal ponras
in Movember 1887, The 25th Precinct covered the blocks from Fifth Avenue to the East Rives
between 57th and 79th Streets, a ward that in 1890 was 26 percent Irish by birth or descent. The
neighborhood cop was one of the most visible “Irish” cccupations in late-nineteenth-century New
York City, partly because of Tammany influence and partly because of the 95 percent literacy rate
among Irish immigrants. (From the collection of Anne T. Murphy)

Figure 7: Group Photo - Opening of NY Police 25
Precinct, 1887

He looked vaguely familiar, so | scanned the photo
and enlarged it enough to take a better look.
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| believe this comparison of the book’s photo and
our own photo of Michael Tierney (circa 1904) is
convincing evidence that he is in that 1887 photo.

| asked the publisher if they had any contact
information for the source of the photo and they
suggested | contact the book’s authors. | have done
so, but no response yet.
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Formal portrait of policemen at opening
of NYC 25th Precinct in 1887,

(Detail of photo in "The New Yark Irish"
(page 230)

kEnown photo of Michael Tierney from
family album,

Figure 8: Michael Tierney Book & Photo
Comparison
A death notice for Michael Tierney appeared in the
NY Times on December 7, 1913 listing his death as
December 5, 1913.
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Although the notice mentions a Funeral Notice was

to follow, a search of the newspaper for several
weeks after this date turned up nothing.

Obituary 1 -- Mo Title
New York Times (1857-1922); Dec 7, 1913;
ProQuest Histonical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2006)

pe. 19
PV GO, abWaklk ey WRAGLT A

PHOMPSON.—Mary L., Mariners’ Harbor, 8,

Iﬂ. DE‘:-l- 4-
TIERNEY.—Michael, 228 East B86th 5t., Dec.

5. Funeral notlce Later. ‘
TURLEY. — Catherine, 8353 Deekman AV
Bronx, Dec. 4. Funeral to-morrow, 9:50

A, M.

Dec. 8.

Figure 9: Death Notice

| obtained his death certificate, Number 34658
from the New York City Municipal Archives and
have attached it at the end of this document. His
origin is listed only as Ireland, cause of death was
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“Endocarditis Chronic Cirrhosis Hepatis” and he
was buried in Calvary cemetery on December 8,
1913.

That date is one day after the funeral notice above,
which makes me wonder if there was perhaps an
afternoon edition of the newspaper that might
contain additional info.

Michael’s parents are listed as John Tierney and
Margaret Murphy — her maiden name is a new find
for us.

| also found a listing for a Michael Tierney listed as
Secretary of the Traffic Squad Benevolent
Association in 1908°. The address for the

° This listing is found in several years of the HBrooklyn Daily
Eagle Almanac on Google BooksH.
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association was in the area of his residence at the

time. | found that the Association is still around
today and a member of their board tells me that if
the listing is our Michael, he would have been an
original member of the group. He also sent a photo
of their first meeting muster which is included
below. | believe the 4™ officer from the left with his
hand to his face is a possible match (but very hard
to tell.)
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Figure 10: NY Police Traffic Squad Benevolent
Association, First Muster, 1908

Next Steps
Now that we have his death certificate, | will need
to make a trip to Calvary Cemetery to try to find his
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grave’. If there is a stone then perhaps some
additional information about where he came from
in Ireland could be on it, although that is probably a
long shot. There is hopefully also the possibility
that we might find Michael’s wife Anne McDonald
buried with him and obtain some birth and death
dates for her as well.

| am in the process of checking with local area
churches for birth and marriage records for the
family. While waiting for a response to my inquiry
from Church of St. Stephen on East 28" Street, |
asked the Archdiocese of NY where | might find the
records for St. Gabriel’s Roman Catholic Church

" On a related note, Michael’s son John is buried at First
Calvary along with his first wife Sabina Gilroy in Section 4B,
Range 4, Plot L, Grave 11.
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that | learned was located on East 37" Street from

1859 to 1939. They reported back that St. Stephen
held those records —so | sent an updated request
to the church.

Finally, St. Stephen reported back that while they
did not find any marriage records, they found
baptismal records for the three oldest Tierney
children: Margaret, Annie and John. | am now
waiting for a copy John’s record to arrive.
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This research is a work in progress and | hope to be
able to add more information over time. If there
are any questions | can answer or for anyone who
might help me in my research | can be reached
using the following contact:

John J. Tierney
Huntington, NY
Blog: http://currach.johnjtierney.com

Page | 26
5 May 2011
© Copyright 2010 John J. Tierney


http://currach.johnjtierney.com/

Michael Tierney Photo & Background Info

Superior Court

THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION (8

. c .
/?ff Bl o _.;#;Lﬂfé__-l\;z-z,e-- -

e . ——
Y DUCUEDATION. . /ﬁ/& O A &T )

TOBE ADMITTED A CITIZES OF TRE UXITED STATESOF AMERICA

STATE OF NEW X U'E\lw.

he above-nan:i

{s " e A 73 et
ety and ot F Noie Tor Y L‘?
wd applicaut, being duly sworn. suys. that lie ro=ides a1 No. //_;r (F ,ﬁ(_- _?

in the City of New York.
thiar he L wed e e

L= nrrival

intentiel 1o

watwma:hx

T A A

/'4':.4{

SPATEOF NEW YURK.
and U wrlly of Jhew Firk, 5

beine duly sworn, savs, 1

ip the City of New York L i 1 = ot o

2 e j= well / i Sl i il thered
thai 5 arss phar be has eontinged 1o reside theTein

Tiptlic T

=) ; 1 npeesding
S [uF THTes Vel sding
) ¥ i 3 1o THDER VeSO

1o Thie present time

and io the State of New ) loasp. I Tels : i
hast PO Thie prititiples w of Tle Lniited Si

Dannil e ey

ceding this applicarion it bas beew. bone fide, tlie Tntelitieboh The =il g

Swern in 'E oo Courd, this j ,j(’- aay ,-
ff 4’* Ft-\' = Lo /jt- :
M@—z

CLERR.

STATE(FE \'i“ YORE. l
Lty and L1 " Near T ) F

tliwr ipds, bon ik

af] Brieies o

lipant. do l‘.f"']\irr". o enih.
Aol a Citizen
Tate, SUAte Op =S0Ve

worn J s o

/f’/r//[-z A

CLERR.

AL __.'—‘-“l_.n.‘"{--d:._

: [T||].‘r1:5 Hrntes:

4 : :
plicant, do soletunly swear that I will support ihe t‘..:.=:_-'.n'.| o of Tl

[ 1t forvien Prinee. 2ot
CErelrnt /_)"r.u.-l ver and ]ml’ irul
ww.l. subject.
Swern in open Court this j i diy )

nad akijiere all whlesianes and fidelis

/' CLERE

Vitizen ulthe B

rly to the Queen of the United i gdor of Girene Bnitein and Irelin

pe s THE fO1 Pwin VA= Tie KT Dre-

enlae, Srate

ey
-

s STates.

-

andd that I 7
op
1, ol Wil 1

(AL}

Figure 11: Michael Tierney 1885 Naturalization FRONT
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Figure 13 — Michael Tierney Death Certificate
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The news articles included here are
possible mentions of Michael
Tierney on the police force. There
was also a Michael W. Tierney on
the force as well as others with
different given names during the
years he was a policeman. Further
evidence would be needed to
definitively say any of these were
about him.

I do think it is interesting that the
only photo we have of himison a
roof in uniform and two of these
news articles mention a roof.

The Almanac listing as a secretary
of a benevolent association has a

good chance of being our Michael
Tierney.

The pension listing matches his NY
Police Assignment record and is
definitely him.

POLICE AND FIRE NEl\‘dvsl.l —
New York Times (1857-1922); Mar 11, : )
Pr‘;‘bugt Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2006)

pg. 18

- Legren g et
L 2e g ' e
Ok ANG

~i Police Department. -~ .-~
* . SPECIAL ORDERS b5, . ..
.. Pensions, to take etfect 12 P. M. March 19, on
surgeons’ certificatos-~Lieuts. George - Renger-
man, 21st Precinet, at 81,125 per annum, ap-
pointed May 22, 1890, and Charles J. Meehan,
Detective Division, $1,125, .June 20, 1881;
Sergts. Mark P. Murtha, 13th, $710, Jan. 7,
1897, and Hugh P. Cogan, 26th, $875, Dec. 4,
1889; Patrolmen Michael Tierney, 33d, $700,
Sept. €, 1836; Michael Garvey, 36th, $700, Nov.
G, 16892; Willam E. Hall, 40th, $700, April 6,
1889; James M. Auld’ 42d, $700, June 4, 1892;
MNntthew Bergen, G3d, $700, Nov. 5, 1802; Rlch-.
ard B. Bevier, 105th, $700,,0ct, 2, 1805; Neal
Sulllvan, 270th, $700, ¥eb, b, 1800; Willlam J.
Stanford, Detective Division, $700, May 19,
1891; Ralph W. Gallup, Health Squad, $700,
Feb. 18, 1891: Berpard MecMorrow, 172d, $700,
Sept. §; Henry M. Heyn, Boiler Squad, S$G35,
-July 10, 1804; Matron Minnie V. Lynch, 105th, "
$uu, Oct. 16, 1899,

‘rransfers (to take effect 1:15 P. M, Marchj)‘-
Captalns—John 1V, O'Connor, 149th to 280ih,.
and James H. Post, 285th to 149th; Licutenants

Pension listing in NY Times:
Michael Tierney retired from the force in
March, 1913 and died on 05 Dec 1913.

286 THE BrookLyN DaiLy EAGLE ALMANAC. [1918

SOCS. AND ASSNS.—SEecrer AND BENeFIT—MIscELLANEOUS BENEFIT—BrookLyX—Continxed.
0. K. Club—State and Court. M. G. Rywelskl, Netherlands Soc.—Cosmopolitan Hall, 383 24 av.,

Pres.; Chas, H. Chambers, Rec. Sec.,

Pres.; Bernhardt Bloch, Sec.

2256 Bed- Mhtn, D. G. Verachuur, Pres., §5 Nassau. Mhtn:

Stewards' Assn, of N, Y. C.—1880. 200 mem.
20 E. 424. James Ringgold, Pres.; A. Hauser,

Sec.

TrafMic Squad Benev. Assn. P. D. N. Y.—1908. 188
34 av. P. F. Crane, Pres.; Michael Tierney, Sec..
Tr. C., 138 W. 30th.

U. 8. Civil Service Assn., Port of N. Y.—1902. 5m
mem. Mutual benefit .and further pensioning

disabled members,

House,

A. R, Eaton, Pres., Custom

Young Men's Benav. Assn 1888 ENM mem. Ra

Traffic Squad Benevolent Association listing is found in multiple
years of the Brooklyn Daily Almanac.

The Association was started in 1908 and if our Michael Tierney is
the secretary listed, he was a founding member.

This association is still around as of 2010, and a current member
of the board sent a photo of the first muster of the members.
One officer in the photo is a possible match, but it is difficult to

tell.

SHOT THE MAN WHO
*BEAT HIM AT PO

Watkins Found the Change in
His Coat Fifty Cents Shy and
Fired a Bullet Into the Victor!
of the Game. |

After being defeated In a strenuous
game of pool this afternocon Jos Wat-!
kina drew a revolver and fired a bul-|
let Into the bosom of Willlam J.
Thompson, the victor In the pool game.
Thompeon Is In Noosevelt Hospital at
the point of death,

The men are negroes and live in the'
upper west side negro district, Thomp-
son at No 22 West Sixty-first street,
- na Wathine In Sixty fourth strest
batween Tenth and Elevanth avenues
The pool game was played In a saloon
at No, 204 Wost Sixty-first street,

While the game was In progress the
men hung their coats and vests on
hooks on the wall., Watkins searched
his coat for money with which to sattle
for the gume and found his supply of
cash &0 centa short. He accusad Thomp-
son of stealing it and followed the
accusation with a bullet,

Aftor the shooting Watkins ran down
Sixty-first street, followed by a mob
of negroes, He entared the house at
No. 221, ran to the roof, crossed over
to No. 23 and then ran down to the
strest, where he was captured by Po-
liceman Tilerney.

A crowd of negroes surged around
Tierney and hils captive. The police
man did not know whether the crowd
wanted to rescue Watkine or kil him,
80 he signalled for help. As the dls-
trict s dangorous the policemen who
responded to the call weer by no means
gentlo in handling the crowd and riot-

ous conditions prevalled until Watkins
was mfely Imprisoned In the Wast
Sixty-eighth street station-house.

When the excitement died down Wat.
kins was taken to Roosevelt Hospital,
where Thompson identified him,

New York Evening World, 03 Feb 1904
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POLICEMAN'S FIGHT
WITH MURDEROUS GANG

Bag of Coal Thrown on His Face
as He Lay on the Ground.

Aitampt Made to Turn His Revolver
Against Him—He Held on to Pris-
oner in Strugglie with Twen-
ty Men.

A gore of husky descendants of the old
families of “ Corcoran's roost,” who have
passed down in lecal history as ecarlier
advocates of the strenuous life, attempted
yesterday to revive the reputation of the
*“roost” along the same line, by * doing
up " a policeman, which was the ravorite
pastime in the years gone by.

But they had a plucky policeman to deal
with, and though the gang showed that
they would not hesgitate at murder, and in
fact Gid try to turn the policeman’'s pistol
against him, he managed to take one oL
them to the station, caused another to jump
into the East River to elude arrest, and
left many sore heads to be nursed.

Patrick Sarsfield Hickey, the policeman
whom to their sorrow they tackled, has
Leen only fifteen months on the force, but
he i{s a member of two athletic clubsg, and
already hag a record for saving lives at a
fire where he dashed through flames and
brought two persone safely to the street.

1t was the XKips Bay gang that caused
the disturbance. Each of the gang's mems-
bers has a genealogy of which he is proud,
and which he can trace on the records in
the Pollce Department. In the last month
Policemen Casey and Tierney, both of the
East Thirty-fifth Street Station, have been
essaulted by these roughs, and Tierney Is
gtill on sick leave as a result, and ef-
forts were made by Capt. Delaney to break
up the gang.

Michael Tierney Photo & Background Info
THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY. AUGUST 26, 1902..

Ciuseppe Cantoni and his wife keep a
small restaurant on First Avenue at the
corner of Thirty-eighth Street. In the rear
there is a yard where the gang have col-
lected daily and nightly =since the order to
keep them off the street. A number oI
times in the past week they have taken
possession of the restaurant, ordered what
pleased them, and laughed at the proprietor
when he zsked them for payment. At 1
o'clock yesterday several of them entered
the restaurant and took the kettles, using
them to send for beer. They appropriated
alt the food in the place and turned over
some of the tables.

Mrs. Cantoni ran to the street shouling
for the police. Hickey, who was on jpost
near, ran into the restaurant and grabbed

,two of the men, ** Red " Cunningham and

“Jimmy " Gilmore. In an instant the gang
atiacked the policeman, who was lhrown

to the fiour, but stil]l clung to hiz prison-

ers. He managed to struggle to his icet,
and, despite the rain of blows from the
fiste of his assailants and the strugglces cf

the men he had grasped. he dragged the |

latter woward the door, hoping to summon
holp. The news of the fight spread, and
soon fully 300 people were assembled in
front of the restaurant. The policeraan
shouted to the crowd repeatedly for help,
but none was given him, the reputation
of the gang making the onlookers reluctant
Lo interfere.

One of the roughs ran to the street, and
picking up a heavy paving stone, threw
it at the struggling officer’'s head, but
misgsed him, Hickey, finding the odds
against him too great, releazed Cunning-
ham, and with his free hand laid about him
with his short billy as hard as ‘he could,
and eucceeded in dragging Gilmore to the
stréet. There he was tripped and fell, 2nd

as he lay on the sidewalk, still clutching
hig prizoner, a bag of coal was throwun on
his face, and an attempt made to smother
him. Again he managed to get from under
those who were welghing him down, only
to be fellod by a stinging blow in the face.
Once more he gained his feet, however, and
knocked down a number of his assailants
with hie =stick. This drove them several
feet away for a time, and the officer ex-
claimed:

** Gilmore, jou're my prisoner, and I'm
going to take vou to the station house if L
£hoot my way through, Now, I warn you,
I don't want 10 commit murder, put 1'll
choot to kiN."

' These notes are based on information known and discovered to date, but keep in
mind genealogy is an ongoing project and any guesses made are certainly not
written in stone. Also, my opinion might differ from those of other folks.
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